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Virginia, 1861 by Robert Wendel

This work is intended as a remembrance of the 150th anniversary of the US Civil War.
Although it is in one movement, it is distinctly in 2 parts: War, and Peace.

The first section, war, is based on the Civil War poem by Herman Melville: “Balls Bluff” and begins with a highly dissonant
and agitated outburst from the full orchestra, followed by a very turbulent and almost mechanized “fast march” slowly building
to a second climax where the chorus enters full force almost demanding peace: “Dona Nobis Pacem!” The mechanized march
returns as the chorus sings “I saw a sight, saddest that eyes can see” of young soldiers marching off to war while crowds cheer
them on. Again another demand for peace before continuing their “off to war” recitation as the music changes to that of almost
a festive nature.

The triumphal mood quickly subsides into a very pastoral section with the first statement of the “peace” theme: “They moved
like Juny morning on the wave...” but the pastoral and briefly triumphant mood is brought down by a return of the “war” motif
in the orchestra which then distorts the “peace” motif several times before the pastoral feeling returns with the unaltered “peace”
motif: “Youth feels immortal like the Gods, sublime...” which builds to second, bigger quasi-triumphal climax only to be cut off
by a return of the original march and another choral plea: “Dona Nobis Pacem!”

The recapitulation is truncated and eventually, as the war-worn and injured soldiers return, the high strings return to usher in
tranquil music, based on a poem by James Joyce which is a simple, soft exhortation to the dove of peace to rise and save us from
ourselves. This movement, which uses a very reduced orchestra and adds the children’s chorus, is based mostly on the peace motif.
The harmonic content, though quite thick, is also very transparent and limited mostly to 2 chords and kept at mp or softer except
for the short center section where the only “modulations” occur and only briefly does the volume rise above mezzo forte. The
work ends with a “round” of sorts on the “peace” motif, and near the end is only briefly is “interrupted” as a sort of warning by
the “war” motif one last time before a peaceful ending on the words: “My dove, arise!”

- Robert Wendel, composer
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Texts used:

Ball’s Bluff - Herman Melville, 1861
[adapted by Robert Wendel]

[Dona Nobis Pacem, Pacem, Pacem... Dona Nobis pacem!]
One noonday, at my window in the town,
I saw a sight — saddest that eyes can see —
Young soldiers marching lustily Unto the wars,
[Dona Nobis Pacem, Pacem, Pacem... Dona Nobis pacem, pacem, pacem!]

Young soldiers marching lustily Unto the wars,
With fifes, and flags in mottoed pageantry;
While all the porches, walks, and doors
Were rich with ladies cheering royally.

They moved like Juny morning on the wave,
Their hearts were fresh as clover in its prime
(It was the breezy summer time) Life throbbed so strong,
How should they dream that Death in rosy clime
Would come to thin their shining throng?

Youth feels immortal, like the gods sublime.
(It was the breezy summer time),
Youth feels immortal, like the gods sublime.
Immortal, immortal, like the gods sublime!

[Dona Nobis Pacem, Pacem... Dona Nobis pacem!]
Weeks passed; and at my window, leaving bed,
By nights I mused, On those brave boys, Ah War! thy theft;
Young soldiers marching lustily, marching lustily
Unto the wars, Unto the wars, Unto the wars!

[Dona Nobis Pacem, Pacem... Dona Nobis pacem, pacem, pacem.]
Some marching feet Found pause at last by cliffs Potomac cleft;
Wakeful I mused, while in the street
Far footfalls died away till none were left.

Chamber Music XIV - James Joyce, 1907
[adapted by Robert Wendel]

[Dona nobis pacem, Dona nobis pacem, Dona nobis pacem,
Dona Nobis Pacem, pacem]

My dove, my beautiful one, Arise, arise!
The night-dew lies upon my lips and eyes.
[Dona nobis pacem... arise, arise!]

The odorous winds are weaving
A music of sighs: Arise, arise,
My dove, my beautiful one!

White breast of the dove,
My breast shall be your bed. [Arise, Arise!]

The pale dew lies like a veil, Like a veil on my head.
My fair one, my fair dove, Arise, arise!

My dove, my beautiful one, Arise, arise!
The night-dew lies upon my lips and eyes.
[Dona nobis pacem, dona nobis pacem, dona nobis pacem, etc...]
My Dove. Arise!

Words between brackets [ ] were added or changed by Robert Wendel
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