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Program Notes

In 2012 I was invited to attend an unusual astronomical event called “The Transit
of Venus”. This gathering occured at NASA in Sunnyvale, CA
Earlier in life I had an interest in astronomy so I was intrigued.

What happened will not happen again for over 100 years. The planet Venus
makes a transit across in front of the sun in pairs 8 years apart and then does not do it
again for over a century. This was the last of the pair and I witnessed it. It was telecast

with filters from atop a mountain observatory in Hawaii and scores of scientists and
ordinary people like me watched amazed from all over the world.

The absolute accuracy of the prediction was what really struck me. We all
watched as the countdown began and then miraculously at the precise second Venus

suddenly appeared in front of the sun. People applauded and some cried realizing that
we were watching an amazing, rare and unusual event. I was completely caught up in

the moment and became quite emotional as I became immersed in the mystery,
miracle and planned order of the universe. The transit was slow (5 hrs) and deliberate
as Venus slowly traveled in front of the sun. I knew right there and then that I had to

write a composition about the event. Here it is.

                                                                                        - Nancy Bloomer Deussen
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